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A Note from the Editor 
It will be well into our 4th week of school by the time receive this and exam  

time is looming for our Seniors!  The lovely long weekend that families  

enjoyed is now a thing of the past.  While the academics are keeping us  

challenged in the classrooms, the cultural and sporting activities are keeping us  

all very busy after hours.  You will read below about the Meritorious Award for  

Literacy that was received by Mrs Foord and Mr Prezens, of which we are very proud.  

On a sadder note we bid farewell to our long-standing Music teacher, Mrs Gretchen Botha, who 

is emigrating ‗Down under‘ in a few days time.  Look out for an article in the George Herald 

shortly.  I would like to also take this opportunity to thank Mr Carl van Blerk, who has  

previously compiled all our newsletter for us and who is handing this task over to me!   

Thanks Carl for pushing me up a level in my Computer Literacy!! We really appreciate all your 

hours in this regard. 

  Happy 
Birthday 
These come 

round like 

wheels on the 

bus- at a rate of 

knots here in 

our Staff room! 

Best wishes to Mrs Waldeck- 

30th April and Mrs Mare - 1st 

May 

My School 
Thank you to all of the ―swipers‖ of their MySchool cards—we have 

nearly 250 supporters who raised R2 237-16 (December) and  

R1 987-64 (January)   ie.  Just over R4200. 

The wonderful upgrading of the senior bathroom facilities is nearly 

complete, thanks to the MySchool users!    Please look out for  a  

notice coming out next week which will include applications for more 

card users.  Apart from Woolworths, don‘t forget about swiping your 

card at Spur, Mugg & Bean, Panarotti‘s and Upstairs at Harry‘s. 

So Long, Farewell, Alwiedezuin, Totsiens, Mevrou Botha 
Mrs Gretchen Botha arrived at our school in January 1993, straight out of 

University. What a catch she has been!  With her untiring enthusiasm and 

drive for perfection, she has not only put Holy Cross on the music map, but 

she has also touched the ‗musical soul‘ of every child that has past through 

her hands during her season here.  

Mrs Botha is also a wonderful artiste and entertainer in her own right as 

well as being highly regarded and respected by those in the Southern Cape 

region.   She will be sorely missed.  The staff bid her a fond farewell at en 

evening function last Wednesday and we are all very sad to see her go, but 

wish her and husband, Steve and daughter, Zanelle, everything of the best 

in their new Australian adventure.  Her last performance with her Senior 

Choir will have been rendered by the time you read this, ‗Music Montage 

2010‘.  What an outstanding performance it was! 

WCED Grade 6 Meritorious Award for Literacy 
Holy Cross taking Literacy levels to new heights in the Western Cape 

In the Western Cape, Holy Cross Primary and its Grade 6 learners, along with many other schools 

throughout the Province, have participated in the both Numeracy and Literacy Tests set by the 

Western Cape Education Department (WCED) to help improve the educational standards. Minister 

Donald Grant, (MEC Western Cape) and Penny Vinjevold, Head of Education in the province held 

an awards ceremony on the 25th March in Cape Town. Top overall performing schools were  

acknowledged and rewarded for maintaining excellent standards, while schools who showed  

significant improvement were also acknowledged.  Holy Cross‘ excellent result placed it second in 

the Western Cape for scoring 98% for Literacy. The provincial target is 50% and as a school we are 

very proud of achieving 48% above this target. Mrs Sandy Foord and 

Mr Leon Prezens, Holy Cross educators, were very proud to receive 

the award comprising of a certificate and monetary gift of R12000 for 

the purchase of teaching and learning support materials at this  

ceremony. As many of the schools claimed, ―It certainly boils down 

to a team effort amongst all dedicated and committed educators right 

from pre-primary to improve standards in our schools in this prov-

ince!‖ Holy Cross recognises that dedicated and committed educators 

are the key to quality education. 

 

 

 

 

Thank you ADT for your 

presence that we are seeing 

around our school to ensure 

our children‘s safety. 

 

 

Loerie Trailers 
A very big thank you goes to 

Loerie trailers for their kind 

use of a trailer once a month 

to take our school‘s refuse to 

the dump!  We really  

appreciate your  

generosity! 

 

Thought for the week 

― Be strong and courageous!   

Do not be afraid or discouraged.  

For the Lord your God is with you 

wherever you go.‖ 

Joshua 1:9 

Give me courage to 

change the things 

that I can change and 

make a difference. 

What do you call a 
fish with no  
eyes?  

                  A fsh   
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Thank you for beautifying our school 
Vanessa Gottini, Ingrid Hougaardt and Zahn Boyes and their helpers have green fingers indeed! 

Have you seen the entrance to the school? Please take a walk through the pedestrian gate and take a look for yourself……what was once a 

patch of weeds, has been transformed into a stylish, low maintenance, water-wise garden. The ―Mary Garden‖ and the area in front of Mrs 

Fuch‘s class has also come under their magical touch….                  And we‘re not finished yet…. 

A BIG THANK YOU to these ladies who got stuck in, spades and all! 

A SPECIAL thank you to Lynda Turner who single handedly sourced all the donations of plants, compost and topsoil. 

And a very SPECIAL thank you to Taritha at Kraaibosch Nursery, Mr Sandman, Coastal Concrete, Ingrid Hougaardt and Kirsten&Tulleken 

for their generous donations. 

Gr.5 : Camp. 
One could consider that the Gr.5s started 

their Easter Holiday three days early as that 

was how much fun they had on their annual 

excursion to the Little Karoo.  Some of the 

―hands on‖ activities included, orienteer-

ing, riding camels and ostriches, sliding 

through caves, clambering along an obsta-

cle course, feeding animals, pinching mud 

pots and  making their own two course 

meal on an open fire!  These activities 

honed group interaction, leadership and life 

skills. So much learning was absorbed 

while having fun. The group was based at 

Schoemanspoort Outdoor Education Centre 

in the beautiful Cango Valley,  Each after-

noon on return to camp the children could 

enjoy a refreshing swim and prepare for 

their team concerts, sing-a-longs and even 

dance sessions. Mr. Askew joined us and 

conducted the very popular mini-olympics. 

The grade was accompanied by Mrs 

Askew, Mrs, Davis and Mr. Puttick with 

Mrs.Engelbrecht joining them on Wednes-

day  at Wilgerwandel and the Cango 

Caves.   What a great way to end off the 

first term. 

Gr. 5  Beach Club. 
The Beachies have a varied program and reach 

out in any direction to become more informed 

about the sea or oceans.  At their past meeting 

they were given a talk about the Indian Ocean 

Islands particularly the Seychelles 

by a Seychellwa citizen.   He and his family 

told them all about life on a tropical island 

which included many interesting and amazing 

facts. They live on Pralin one of the two is-

lands in  the whole world were the ‗coco de 

mere‘ palm trees grow.     As it was hardly 

tropical weather instead of a swim they  

took a hike through a typical coastal forest 

along a little stream, where they spotted many 

indigenous trees, spiders on their webs and a 

troop of naughty vervet monkeys.     We look 

forward to visiting our adopted beach again 

soon.       

  Sport 
 

               The winter term is well underway and we have seen superb play 

in all codes.  Tournaments have been played in Netball and Rugby in the last cou-

ple of weeks and we would like to bring the following to the attention of the par-

ents.  It imperative that the drop-off time for players be strictly adhered to even if 

the match is only being played later.  This gives the players and the coaches 

enough time to warm up, which prevents unnecessary injuries and to discusss or 

play out tactics.  It also ensures that each player gets his/ her ‗head‘ ready to play 

a game! We know parents that we will have your support in this matter. 

Netball  
U8/ U9 Netball Tournament held at Glenwood – 17 April 

While the players had only 2 practices before they had to  

participate in this tournament, they played their hearts out.  

Unfortunately both sides went down to their opponents in all 3 

matches, but many lessons were learnt during the course of the 

morning.  Well tried, girls! 

Holy Cross vs Hibernia- Wednesday 28 April 

U/9   lost  0-4 

U/10 won 7-0 

U/11 won 14-1 

U/12 won 8-7 

U/13 won 8-7 

Outstanding Netball was seen this afternoon! We are proud of 

you all! 

U/9 George Preparatory Tournament – 1 May – 2 matches 

played 

U/9 played Hartenbos – lost 0-1 

U/9 played Glenwood – lost 0-3 

Swimming 
Jemma Hodgson participated in the SWD  and received the 

following medals 

At a Level 1 Gala in Oudtshoorn results as follows: 

Sarah-Ann Moir – 1st – 50m backstroke and she received 3 

bronze medals for relay events 

Kayley Menheim- 2nd-100m buttlerfly 

                              3rd- 100m backstroke and she received 3 

bronze medals for relay events 

Scrolls for SWD Swimming were awarded to Sarah- Ann 

Moir and Caitlyn Price 

Grade 6 Island Week 
In 3 days you have to make an island, 

flag, national anthem, food, a hut and to 

give your island a name.  To me it was a 

test to see how well you co-operate in a 

group and it‘s a real team effort.  We 

were excited not to be doing schoolwork, 

but we were as nervous as a porcupine in 

a balloon factory when it came to doing 

our national anthem!  Sure we all had our 

ups and downs, but by the end of the day 

it was a well-enjoyed week –Alicia We-

straat 

 

Grade 6 Annual Camp ï 14/15 April- 

16th rained out and postponed 

 

Day One:  Our first stop was in Wilder-

ness at the beach near the NSRI.  There 

we had pink cupcakes because it was 

Rachel England and Megan Kaleb‘s 

birthdays.  Then we had a sand castle 

building competition.  Mrs Thomas 

wouldn‘t tell us who the winners were 

until later that night.  After that we went 

to Knysna.  We went across to the Feath-

erbed National Park.  There we went on a 

4x4 through the park.  Then we walked 

2,2 km and got to where we were going 

to have lunch. Then we went onto Hark-

erville Forest Lodge to sleep for the night 

– Savannah Lamour 

 

Day Two: We woke to a delicious break-

fast, but there was no time to waste be-

cause we had to get to our 1st activity at 

the Garden of Eden on the way to Plett.  

There we had an interesting talk about 

trees and animals.  After that we went to 

Wild Waters.  It had a water slide, a Putt-

Putt course and a trampoline; everything 

a twelve year old boy like me can dream 

of.  Unfortunately it was rainy on Day 3, 

but I had an awesome camp! – Luke 

Moss 

Rugby 
U/9 Rugby Tournament held at Glenwood 

 – 17 April 

U/9 George Prep Tournament – 1 May 

2 teams were entered and each played one 

game 

u/9 vs            drew 0-0 

u/9 vs           lost  0-10 

A superb effort from each player! 


