HOLY CROSS PRIMARY SCHOOL

Congratulations to Holy
Cross on
celebrating its
124th birthday on
Friday 13th September.
What a wonderful funfilled day was had by all
across on the field with a
celebratory ice-lolly and
school closing at 12.00
midday.
Our
Theme
for the
Term
was
Happiness
and being full
of joy.

CELEBRATE SPRING DAY

A big thank you to all the children for their beautiful Spring
Day arrangements. Thank you
to those who popped in to view
the arrangements. I am sure
you would agree that there were
some very creative arrangements on display. A big thank
you to Mrs Cathy Fourie, owner
of the Little Art Shop, for judging
our arrangements this year. It
was no easy task. Many Commended Awards were given, but
J.P winner was Abbi Reuter and
joint winners for the Seniors
were Isabella du Plessis and
Jayden L’Empriere
A fantastic effort from everyone.

20 September

From the Editor’s DeskIt’s that time of the term when the teachers’ heads are down and reports are being written as I write this editorial. For the learners though, they have all breathed a sigh of
relief as their Formal Assessment tasks (FAT’s) and projects are well and truly over! We
have had an action packed term, with numerous sports matches and our involvement
in the various Eisteddfods: Art, Drama and Music. Our Performing Arts group led by Mrs
Treurnich participated in the Shakespeare Schools’ festival– see page 2.
We held the Grade 6 and 7 Public Speaking morning on Tuesday morning and once
again the standard was extremely high. The Grade 7 Market day got off to a flying start
on Wednesday. From popcorn to boerewors rolls, scrunchies to play dough, Guess the
Teacher from their baby photos and a host of other goodies to buy, the Grade 7’s day
was a great success! Enjoy the short holiday, as it will be full steam ahead for our final
term!
CATHERINE RUTTER
For all our latest news keep up to date via the Communicator.

The holiday break is upon us and, although short, it is certainly time to take a few days off
and relax! What a jam-packed term we had. On the fundraising side of things, our annual Golf Day was, once again, a great success and we extend our heartfelt thanks to
Hiron Snell and the Golf Committee for putting a most successful day of golf and the
prize-giving together. Thank you to all who took tickets for the Raffle and supported the
day. As the term closes I wish to extend my sincere appreciation to everyone who was involved in various
activities during the term. Your hard work and support does not go unnoticed. Have a wonderful holiday.
Mrs Askew

HOLY CROSS DAY CELEBRATIONS IN CT

Mrs Askew and I were invited to attend the 50th birthday celebration of the Holy Cross Sisters School in
Bellville on 13 September. It started off with a school
mass led by Father Peter John. A special part of the
service was the blessing of the crosses, which each
child from Grade R to Grade 7 made and decorated. This was followed by a gathering of past principals, principals from Johannesburg and the surrounding schools in Cape Town, as well as the two of us
from George. Following this celebration, the entourage were taken on a tour of the other schools in
Cape Town mainly Maitland Girls High School and
Holy Cross RC Primary School, which lost its brand
new media centre and several classrooms to a devastating fire earlier this year. That evening the visitors were treated to an entertaining concert by the
schoolchildren of Holy Cross Sisters School, highlighting significant events in 1969 - the year this
school was founded. The entire experience punctuated the importance of close networking with one another and supporting one another through the trials
and celebrations throughout time. Sr Bernadette
Duffy, the Holy Cross Schools Coordinator for the
past nine years and our HC Sisters' Rep on the SGB,
played a leading role in this wonderful achievement
of unifying the schools by encouraging closer collaboration and sharing of ideas. Her powerful influence,
frequent visits, support and encouragement to all
principals have served to strengthen the bond between them and nurtured an attitude of mutual respect and understanding. It was an experience,

which left us feeling humble and
thankful for the opportunity to work
for such a wonderful family. Sister
Bernadette will be leaving SA in
December to take up the role as
Representative of Holy Cross
Schools throughout Africa, a huge
honour for her. She will be based in
Lucerne, Switzerland. We will wish
her farewell in our next newsletter.

PLEASE have a good SPRING
CLEAN of any children’s clothing especially ages 5-11 years
for both boys and girls. This
includes underwear. We are
supporters of LFS and their
cupboards are bare. They
are urgently looking for 2nd
hand clothing. Please bring to
school on your return. Any
reasonable 2nd hand clothing
is acceptable! THANK YOU!
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H O LY C R O S S N E W S T I M E
FUN IN THE SUN

News from the Music Department

George Eisteddfod
This year a total of 194 music items were performed at the George
Eisteddfod, in various categories, such as piano,
vocal, guitar, violin and recorder. 121 of these items achieved A++
which sets a very high general standard of our music
learners. Kaitlyn Macdonald (piano), Jodi-Anne Michael (vocal) and
Kesia Gelderbloem (vocal) all gave beautiful
performances at the Festival Concert. Kaitlyn Macdonald won the
trophy for Best Instrumentalist, Kesia Gelderbloem
for Best Vocalist and Jodi-Anne Michael shared the trophy for Junior
Pop, Rock and Jazz, all in the Primary School
Section. Congratulations to all the participants and especially to the
three trophy winners!
Mossel Bay Eisteddfod
A dozen learners participated in the piano and vocal
section this year, all achieving distinctions for their items.
Katelyn
Botes (piano), Jodi-Anne Michael (singing), Kaitlyn Macdonald (piano) and Jesse van Heerden (piano) gave beautiful
performances at the Gala Evening. Congratulations to all who participated!
Outeniqua Choir Festival
The Junior Choir, Senior Choir and Vocal Ensemble have all worked
very hard towards this event, giving beautiful and
polished performances, all achieving A++ average. Thank you to all
our choristers for singing so beautifully. You have
made your teachers and parents proud!
Senior Choir Tour to Cape Town
The Senior Choir had a fantastic tour with loads of entertainment and
wonderful performances. We sang at the Catholic
Choir Festival this year where a total of 12 choirs took part, each
singing 2 songs, ending together with a massed choir
medley that lifted the roof. We visited the Two Oceans Aquarium and
gave an impromptu performance of African songs
with a visiting marimba band in the Waterfront. In Simon’s Town,
where we stayed, we saw the penguins at The
Boulders and visited the Warrior Toy Museum and Scratch Patch. A
hike in Kirstenbosch Botanical Garden with its
beautiful indigenous plants, trees and curving treetop canopy walkway was another adventure for many. We ended our
tour with a visit to St. James Primary School in Kalk Bay. The Choir
and Vocal Ensemble performed here, as well as the
choirs from St. James Primary and Star of the Sea
Primary, again ending on a high note with the Choir
Festival Mass
Choir medley. We were treated with generous hospitality, cold drinks and delicious home-made koeksisters. Travelling in
a comfortable big bus all weekend was a treat enjoyed by all who
went on the tour.
UNISA Theory 2nd session: results
Congratulations to the following learners who ALL achieved distinctions:
– both
achieved 100%!)
External practical examinations
We are awaiting the results of the most recent external practical examinations in UNISA (piano) and ABRSM (violin and
singing). Parents will be notified as soon as these results are available.
Young Musicians Competition
Thank you to all who played and sang so well at the auditions. The
final concert will be held on 11 October. Best
wishes to those who made it to the final round!. Yours in Music
REMINDER: Music evaluation letter reply slips and evaluation forms
must be signed and returned on the 1st day of next term.

A day of fun in the sun! Fun in
the sun was the order of the
day when Grade 1 Mrs Maier’s
class were rewarded for collecting the most money in the
“Spelltacular” competition.
They were treated to an outing
on Wilderness beach. Activities
included building sand castles,
tug-of-war and chasing bubbles. Great fun was had by all.
Thank you to Mr Puttick and Mr
Miso for driving us.

Shakespeare Schools Festival at
George Arts Theatre
This annual festival hails from the
United Kingdom as an additional
education programme for the Arts.
Each year the festival encourages
schools across South Africa to perform abridged 30-minute versions of the beloved Shakespearian plays, in their local theatres.
George Arts Theatre is the host of this festival in the Southern Cape. This was our second time participating in the festival. Holy Cross Senior Performing Arts group performed
their version of ‘Twelfth Night’ on Sunday 9 September
alongside 2 other schools who had chosen ‘Midsummer
Nights Dream’ They masterfully executed the Shakespearian, lyrical language and entertained the audience with excellent comedy timing. Congratulations to all participants for a
job well done! A very big thank you to Mrs Treurnich for being such a brilliant director and for all her extra hours behind
the scenes.
67 Minutes of service for Mandela Day was
celebrated by way of a shoe collection for
underprivileged children. 207 pairs of school
and sport shoes, as well as about 100 other
pairs, were collected and delivered to Herold
Primary School, a small farm school in the
Herold District. Thank you to all those
families that contributed. They are so appreciative of our support.

Voting Day in Grade 6
Having learnt about elections in
History this term, the Grade 6
classes had their own Voting
Day, complete with campaign
speeches , posters and IEC
officials manning the various
voting stations. After a spirited
campaign, following by a democratic voting process, the winning party was ‘Brakman’, with
the official opposition party, ‘Holy
Cross Freedom’, coming in a
close second.
MYSCHOOL CARD
A big THANK YOU to our Holy Cross family for faithfully SWIPING their MySchool cards and for joining up as new members
recently.
Please have other family members sign up too and remember
KEEP SWIPING!

